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OXFORD
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Minutes of a special meeting of the 
Council
on Monday 27 November 2017 
Council members:

	 Councillor Fooks (Lord Mayor)
	Councillor Simm (Deputy Lord Mayor)

	Councillor Altaf-Khan (Sheriff)
	Councillor Abbasi

	Councillor Azad
	Councillor Brandt

	Councillor Brown
	Councillor Chapman

	Councillor Clarkson
	Councillor Curran

	Councillor Fry
	Councillor Gant

	Councillor Goddard
	Councillor Haines

	Councillor Hayes
	Councillor Henwood

	Councillor Hollingsworth
	Councillor Iley-Williamson

	Councillor Kennedy
	Councillor Ladbrooke

	Councillor Landell Mills
	Councillor Lloyd-Shogbesan

	Councillor Malik
	Councillor Munkonge

	Councillor Paule
	Councillor Pressel

	Councillor Price
	Councillor Rowley

	Councillor Sanders
	Councillor Simmons

	Councillor Sinclair
	Councillor Smith

	Councillor Tanner
	Councillor Tarver

	Councillor Taylor
	Councillor Tidball

	Councillor Upton
	Councillor Wade

	Councillor Wilkinson
	Councillor Wolff


Apologies:

Councillors Anwar, Cook, Goff, Humberstone, Lygo, Thomas and Turner sent apologies.

<AI1>

51. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations.

</AI1>

<AI2>

52. Removal of Freedom of the City from Aung San Suu Kyi 

The Head of Law and Governance submitted a report asking Council to consider formally enacting the cross party motion agreed on 2 October 2017 to remove Freedom of the City from Aung San Suu Kyi. This would take immediate effect.

At the meeting of Council on 2 October 2017 a cross-party motion was agreed unanimously. This stated:

This Council believes the residents of Oxford are deeply concerned about the dreadful attacks on the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar (Burma) and the flight of refugees into Bangladesh. The City Council has written to Aung San Suu Kyi, the State Counsellor of Myanmar, to ask her to speak out and to do whatever she can to stop the ethnic cleansing in her country.   

It was right to give the Freedom of the City to Aung San Suu Kyi in 1997 in recognition of her long struggle for democracy and her personal links to Oxford. However, in the absence of a helpful response from her and with deep regret, Council believes it is no longer appropriate for Aung San Suu Kyi to hold the Freedom of the City. 

Oxford City Council resolves to remove the Freedom of the City of Oxford from Aung San Suu Kyi.

Councillor Clarkson, seconded by Councillor Altaf Khan, proposed the motion above. Members of Council expressed their disappointment and regret at the circumstances and actions in Myanmar leading to the proposal of this motion, and noted that while the honour was originally awarded for good reason, and given the honour was also conferred on Oxfam who were providing humanitarian aid to the Rohingya people, in this particular instance the honour was no longer fitting.

On being put to the vote, Council unanimously voted to implement the motion above. 

Oxford City Council resolved to:

remove the Freedom of the City of Oxford from Aung San Suu Kyi.

</AI2>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

The meeting started at 5.00 pm and ended at 5.20 pm
Chair …………………………..


Date:  Monday 27 November 2017
</TRAILER_SECTION>
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